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Increase in premium led to fall  
in pension scheme enrolment

Oppn questions PM’s silence 
on Manipur, NDA hits back

IN THE 
HOUSE

MONSOON 
SESSION

IIM Amendment Bill 
cleared by Parliament

BCCI paid ~1,159 crore 
income tax in 2021-22

Govt lost ~1 trn in  
taxes in FY21 due to 
corporation  tax cut
The government lost a little over ~1 
trillion in 2020-21  on account of a cut 
in corporate taxes, Minister of State for 
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said. In 2019, 
the Centre cut base corporate tax for then 
existing firms to 22 per cent from 30 per 
cent; and for new manufacturing firms, 
incorporated after October 1, 2019, to 15 
per cent from 25 per cent.  PTI

Credit card default rose to ~4,072 cr in FY23
Credit card default rose to ~4,072 
crore or 1.94 per cent at the end of 
March 2023, Parliament was informed 
on Tuesday. “As per the inputs received 
from RBI, in respect of defaults in 
credit cards, the gross non-performing 
assets (GNPAs) in credit cards was 
~3,122 crore in March-2022 and ~4,072 
crore in March-2023, while credit card 
outstanding in March-2022 and March-

2023 was ~1.64 lakh crore and ~2.10 lakh 
crore, respectively,” Minister of State 

for Finance Bhagwat Karad 
said in a written reply in 

Rajya Sabha. GNPAs in 
credit cards stand at 1.94 
per cent in March 2023 

against the schedule com-
mercial banks’ GNPA of 3.87 

per cent in March 2023, he said. 

Replying to another question, Karad 
said, the total number of frauds as 
reported by the cooperative banks dur-
ing FY23 was 964 with amount 
involved to the tune of ~791.40 crore. 

During FY22, the total number of 
fraud was 729 and the amount involved 
was ~536.59 crore as against 438 frauds 
involving ~1,985.79 crore in FY21,  
he said. PTI

Parliament on 
Tuesday passed  
a Bill that seeks 
to entrust the 

management 
accountability of 

the IIMs with the President, who 
will be the Visitor to the premier B-
schools and have powers to audit 
their functioning and remove or 
appoint directors. The Rajya Sabha 
cleared the Indian Institutes of 
Management (Amendment) Bill, 
2023, which aims to strengthen the 
governance and oversight of the pres-
tigious institutions while preserving 
their academic autonomy, by a voice 
vote. Lok Sabha had cleared the bill 
on August 4.  PTI

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
paid ~1,159 crore income 

tax in the 2021-22 financial 
year, 37 per cent higher than the 

previous year. In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, Minister of State 
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary gave 
details of the income tax paid by the BCCI 
and its income and expenditures in the 
last five years based on the returns filed. 
In the financial year 2020-21, BCCI paid 
~844.92 crore in income tax, lower than 
~882.29 crore paid in 2019-20. In FY19, the 
board paid ~815.08 crore as taxes, higher 
than ~596.63 crore paid in 2017-18. In 
FY22, BCCI had earned a revenue of 
~7,606 crore, while its expenditure stood 
at close to ~3,064 crore. PTI

Derek O’Brien back in 
Rajya Sabha after 
suspension ‘flip-flop’  
The Rajya Sabha on Tuesday saw high 
drama over the suspension of TMC MP 
Derek O'Brien with the Chairman first 
announcing that he has to withdraw 
from the House, but later said the 
motion to suspend him was not put to 
vote and hence he could continue to 
attend the proceedings. O'Brien was 
allowed to attend the proceedings 
after Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar said he has taken a  
“far-sighted” decision to not allow 
voting on the motion to suspend him 
which did not fructify. PTI 
 

LS briefly disrupted 
as Oppn protests 
tickers on Sansad TV 
Lok Sabha was briefly disrupted on 
Tuesday during a discussion on the 
no-confidence motion following 
opposition members' loud protest 
against tickers running on Sansad TV 
that highlighted development works 
of the government during the live 
broadcast of the debate. PTI 
 

Rahul gets back 
Tughlaq Lane house 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has 
been re-allotted the 12, Tughlaq Lane 
bungalow a day after his Lok Sabha 
membership was restored following 
the Supreme Court staying his 
conviction in a defamation case, 
officials said on Tuesday. PTI 
 

Privilege notice moved 
against Piyush Goyal  
Several leaders of the Opposition 
alliance INDIA have given a privilege 
notice against leader of the house in 
Rajya Sabha Piyush Goyal over his 
certain remarks against some 
opposition leaders. PTI

ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 8 August 

On the first day of the no-confidence 
motion debate in the Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday, Opposition members criti-

cised Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pen-
chant for remaining silent when his govern-
ment faces challenges, as he has done on the 
ethnic strife in Manipur and the failure to 
check violence in Haryana’s Nuh and also 
the Northeast state. 

Several Opposition members demanded 
President’s Rule in Manipur. The National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) members point-
ed at the contradictions within the Oppo -
sition alliance and their record of “scams”, 
listed the government’s achievements and 
implored the Opposition to support the PM 
as he leads India to a brighter future. 

Earlier in the day, addressing the BJP MPs 
at a closed-door meeting of its parliamentary 
party, the PM said the Opposition brought 
the no-confidence motion against his gov-
ernment to test the confidence of its alliance 
members in each other as the INDIA bloc is 
marked by distrust among its constituents. 
He described the Opposition alliance as 
ghamandia (marked by arrogance). 

According to those present at the meet-
ing, Modi referred to his 2018 speech in 
which he had wryly wished the Opposition 
to bring a no-confidence motion against his 
government in 2023. Union Minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal told reporters that the PM 
asked MPs to join the party’s programme on 
August 9, the anniversary of the Quit India 
Movement, to call for nepotism, corruption, 
and appeasement to quit India. 

In the Lok Sabha, the big guns from the 
treasury and Opposition benches were miss-
ing in action on the first day of the debate – 
the PM is to speak on Thursday. The 
Congress opened the debate with Gaurav 
Gogoi, and not Rahul Gandhi, prompting 
Parli a mentary Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi 
to question why the party withdrew its lead-
er’s name as lead speaker at the last minute. 

Gogoi said the PM takes a “vow of silence” 
at crucial junctures, such as the ethnic vio-
lence in Manipur, Chinese incursions, deaths 
from Covid, farm Bills protest, Delhi riots, 
protests by women wrestlers and when 
Rahul Gandhi levelled allegations that a par-
ticular businessman benefited when he 
accompanied him on a foreign visit.  

While the BJP and Congress MPs jousted 
over the performance of the Modi govern-

ment, those of smaller parties, such as the 
MPs from the two factions of the Shiv Sena, 
tried settling scores with each other. The 
Sena MPs from the two factions accused the 
other group of betraying and abandoning 
the ideology of party founder Bal Thackeray. 

BJP’s Nishikant Dubey asked the 
Opposition bloc to not blame the current 
government for facing heat from central 
probe agencies but to turn their gaze 
inwards. 

HOUSE PANEL REPORT

SHIVA RAJORA  
New Delhi, 8 August 

Discontinuation of premium share from 
the social security fund and the conse-
quent increase in contribution of state 
governments and beneficiaries is the 
‘primary’ reason for a decline in 
enrolment of handloom workers 
under the pension schemes 
run by the textiles ministry, a 
parliamentary standing com-
mittee on labour said in its lat-
est report released on Friday. 

To provide universal and 
affordable social security in case of nat-
ural or accidental death and total or partial 
disability, the ministry runs three schemes 
— Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojana (PMJJBY), Pradhan Mantri 
Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY), and the 
Converged Mahatma Gandhi Bunkar 
Bima Yojana (MGBBY).  The committee 
noted that after the implementation of the 

full premium payment regime in April 
2020, there was ‘nil’ enrolment under the 
PMSBY and PMJJBY in 2020-21. 
Afterwards, the number of enrolments of 
handloom workers under PMSBY and 
PMJJBY picked up to 111,957 in 2021-22, 

but came down to nearly half to 62,286 
in 2022-23.  

Manipur saw the steepest 
decline, as the number of ben-
eficiaries fell to 27,488 in 2022-
23 from 107,565 in 2021-22. 
Meanwhile, the MGBBY is yet 

to see any enrolment since 2020-
21. “Despite taking up the matter 

with the states several times, the states 
have not been contributing their share. As 
the outcome of the schemes is not up to 
the desired level, the committee would 
exhort the ministry to strengthen their 
monitoring and coordination mecha-
nism,” the panel stated. 

Earlier in April 2020, the finance min-
istry had issued a clarification that the 

schemes be implemented with full pre-
mium payment regime, which meant that 
the social security share of ~100, which 
was earlier borne by Life Insurance 
Corporation, will be borne by state gov-
ernment or beneficiary. Later in June 
2022, the government hiked the PMJJBY 
premium rates from ~330 to ~436 and 
PMSBY rated from ~12 to ~20. 

Besides, the committee asked the min-
istry to expedite the procedure of issuing 
the identity cards to the handloom 
weavers/handicrafts artisans, which enti-
tle them to avail benefits of various 
scheme, as only half of the eligible bene-
ficiaries (1.71 million) of 3.52 million hand-
loom workers have been issued. The situ-
ation is, however, better in the case of 
handicraft artisans, as 2.67 million of 3 
million identified artisans have been 
issued Pahchan Cards.  

The committee also pitched for explor-
ing the possibility of issuing a ‘credit card’ 
to the handicraft artisans.

In his address to BJP MPs at the 
parliamentary party meeting, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
described the Opposition alliance 
as ghamandia (marked by 
arrogance) and congratulated 
the party’s Rajya Sabha members 
for the “semi-final” win in 
voting on the Delhi services Bill

IT WAS OUR DEMAND THAT THE PM 
SHOULD COME TO THE HOUSE AND 
SPEAK ABOUT MANIPUR. HOWEVER, 
HE KEPT A MAUN VRAT (VOW OF 
SILENCE) THAT HE WILL NEITHER 
SPEAK IN THE LOK SABHA NOR IN 
THE RAJYA SABHA. THROUGH THE 
NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION WE WANT 
TO BREAK HIS VOW OF SILENCE” 

CONGRESS MP GAURAV GOGOI, 
WHILE MOVING THE NO-CONFIDENCE 
MOTION IN PARLIAMENT

SPARKS FLY ON DAY 1 OF NO-TRUST DEBATE


